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IN THE CLAIMS 

CLAIMS 

Preferred amendment. Please do not amend claims 4-27. 

1. (Once amended) A method for identifying fluid purification equipment which is 
optimized for use in a particular fluid purification system, which comprises: 

providing a relational database of specifications regarding a plurality of fluid 
purification system equipment components from which selection of individual components 
may be made; 

providing access to said database through an interactive interface of an operating 
system comprising a series of sequential inquiries, response to each of which determines 
a next inquiry to be posed or a fluid purification system component to be specified, said 
inquiries eliciting defining information regarding said particular fluid purification system 
wherein said defining information comprises operating paramete rs of said particular fluid 
purification system; and 

using said defining information to identify those of said components which, when 
assembled to form said fluid purification equipment in a manner specific to said particular 
fluid purification system, can be operated so as to optimize fluid purification in said 
particular fluid purification system. 

2. (cancelled) A method as in Claim 1 further comprisin g said inquiries elic i ting sa i d 
de fining informat i on r e garding operating pa r am e ters of said part i cu l ar flu i d purifica t i o n 
s yst e m : 

3. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 1 2 further comprising at least one of said 
operating parameters being selected from the group consisting of fluid type, fluid flow rate, 
inlet fluid contaminant challenge, outlet fluid purity, duty cycle, life span between service, 
fluid temperature, fluid pressure, cost and connections to upstream and downstream 
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portions of said particular fluid purification system. 

Less preferred amendment. Please do not amend claims 1 1-27. 

1 . (Once amended) A method for identifying fluid purification equipment which is 
optimized for use in a particular fluid purification system, which comprises: 

providing a relational database of specifications regarding a plurality of equipment 
components from which selection of individual components may be made wherein said 
database comprises a plurality of subdatabases. each subdatabase comprising selection 
information regarding at least one property of at least one said component of said fluid 
purification equipment : 

providing access to said database through an interactive interface of an operating 
system comprising a series of sequential inquiries, response to each of which determines 
a next inquiry to be posed or a component to be specified, said inquiries eliciting defining 
information regarding said particular fluid purification system wherein said defining 
information comprises operating parameters of said particular fluid purification system: and 

using said defining information to identify those of said components which, when 
assembled to form said fluid purification equipment in a manner specific to said particular 
fluid purification system, can be operated so as to optimize fluid purification in said 
particular fluid purification system. 

2. (cancelled) A method as i n Cla i m 1 further compr i s i ng said i n q uiri e s e licit ing said 
d e fining informat i on reg ar din g op e rat i ng param e t e rs of said particu l ar fluid pur i fication 
system. 

3. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 1 £ further comprising at least one of said 
operating parameters being selected from the group consisting of fluid type, fluid flow rate, 
inlet fluid contaminant challenge, outlet fluid purity, duty cycle, life span between service, 
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fluid temperature, fluid pressure, cost and connections to upstream and downstream 
portions of said particular fluid purification system. 

4. (cancelled) A m e thod as i n C l a i m 1 wh e r ei n sa i d databas e compr i s e s a p l urality of 
subdatabas e s, e ach subdatabas e com p risi ng s e l e cti on i n f or mat io n r e g a rdin g at l e as t o ne 

prop e rty of at l e ast on e sa i d compon e nt of said f l uid purificat i on equ i pm e nt. 

5. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 4 1 wherein a series of said responses to 
inquiries through said interface causes said operating system to compile a series of 
component selections from said plurality of subdatabases, which components will, when 
assembled, form said fluid purification equipment which can be operated so as to optimize 
fluid purification in said particular fluid purification system. 

6. A method as in Claim 5 further comprising causing said subdatabases to be 
addressed sequentially, a sequence of addressing being determined at each step in said 
sequence by said response elicited in an immediately prior step. 

7. A method as in Claim 5 wherein compilation of said series of component selections 
further causes said operating system to generate a subsequent series of inquiries 
regarding choice of equipment ancillary to said fluid purification system. 

8. A method as in Claim 7 wherein said equipment ancillary to said fluid purification 
system comprises fluid flow, process control and instrumentation equipment. 

9. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 5 4 wherein said selection information of 
at least one of said subdatabases comprises data for evaluating from said responses 
whether a defined component currently is available in the marketplace and if not what 
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design and manufacture costs of said defined component would be. 

10. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 5 4 wherein said selection information of 
at least one of said subdatabases comprises data for evaluating from said responses 
whether combinations of defined components are operationally compatible and presenting 

a notification thereof. 
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Least preferred amendment. Please do not amend claims 1 1-27. 
1. (Once amended) A method for identifying fluid purification equipment which is 
optimized for use in a particular fluid purification system, which comprises: 

providing a relational database of specifications regarding a plurality of equipment 
components from which selection of individual components may be made wherein said 
database comprises a plurality of subdatabases. each subda tabase comprisino.selection 
information regarding at least one property of at least one said component of said fluid 
purification equipment : 

providing access to said database through an interactive interface of an operating 
system comprising a series of sequential inquiries said inquir ies eliciting defining 
information regarding said particular fluid purification system , response to each of which 
determines a next inquiry to be posed or a component to be specified, wherein a series of 
said responses to inquiries through said interface causes sa id operating system to compile 
a series of component selections from said plurality of sub databases. which components 
will, when assembled, form said fluid purification eouioment which c an be operated so as 
to optimize fluid purification in said particularfluid purification system , said inquiries eliciting 
defining information r ^ g ft """" J mM p « "*iw »H p ' i «fift*tinn sys t em wherein said defining 
information comprises operating parameters of said particu lar fluid purification system ; 
and 

using said defining information to identify those of said components which, when 
assembled to form said fluid purification equipment in a manner specific to said particular 
fluid purification system, can be operated so as to optimize fluid purification in said 
particular fluid purification system. 

2. (cancelled) A method as in C l aim 1 further comp r is i ng 3a i d inqu i ries e l iciting sa i d 
d e fining i nformation rega rd ing op e rat i ng param e t er s of sa i d part i cu l ar flu i d pur if ication 
syst e m. 

H:\CoteBn\71 84-Aerone>rtPA1 0.AMOYSPIE03.G30.frm 



Received from < 619 238 0062 > at 6/30/03 1:39:23 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



06/30/03 HON 10:35 FAX 619 238 0062 



BMHM 



@007 



. 7 . Ser. No. 09/661.617 



3. (Once amended) A method as in Claim i 2- further comprising at least one of said 
operating parameters being selected from the group consisting of fluid type, fluid flow rate, 
inlet fluid contaminant challenge, outlet fluid purity, duty cycle, life span between service, 
fluid temperature, fluid pressure, cost and connections to upstream and downstream 
portions of said particular fluid purification system. 

4. (cancelled) A method as in Claim 1 wher e in aaid database comprises a plural i ty of 
subdatabases, e ach 3ubda t aba3c comprising select i on information regard i ng at least one 
property of at l east on e said component of said fluid pu r ificat i on equipme n t. 

5. (Cancelled) A method as i n Claim 4 wherein a seri e s of said responses to i n q uir i es 
thr o ugh said interface causes said operating system to comp il e a series of component 
s e l e ctions from said plura l ity of subdatabases, which com p onents wi ll , wh e n asse m bled, 
form sa i d flu i d pur i fication equipment which can be operated so as to optimize fluid 
pur i fication in said pa rti cular fluid purificati o n system. 

6. A method as in Claim 1 5 further comprising causing said subdatabases to be 
addressed sequentially, a sequence of addressing being determined at each step in said 
sequence by said response elicited in an immediately prior step. 

7. A method as in Claim 1 5 wherein compilation of said series of component 
selections further causes said operating system to generate a subsequent series of 
inquiries regarding choice of equipment ancillary to said fluid purification system. 

8. A method as in Claim 7 wherein said equipment ancillary to said fluid purification 
system comprises fluid flow, process control and instrumentation equipment. 
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9. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 14 wherein said selection information of 
at least one of said subdatabases comprises data for evaluating from said responses 
whether a defined component currently is available in the marketplace and if not what 
design and manufacture costs of said defined component would be. 

10. (Once amended) A method as in Claim 1 4 wherein said selection information of 
at least one of said subdatabases comprises data for evaluating from said responses 
whether combinations of defined components are operationally compatible and presenting 
a notification thereof. 
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